
By Nelson Banda  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

The fight against gender inequality is gaining momentum in Zambia as men have adopted the strategy of 
engaging men at night during the Men’s Campfire conference. The Men’s Campfire conference targets men 
from different backgrounds by meeting them around a bone fire and engage in discussion on issues that affect 
women such as promoting women in leadership as well as ending gender violence. The first Men’s Campfire 
Conference was sponsored by the African Women’s Development and Communication Network (FEMNET) 
and was held in Kasenga Resettlement  30 KM north east of Lusaka. The conference brought men different 
background such as traditional and church leaders, youth leaders and teachers who braved the night to 
develop strategies affecting women and girls.  

 
Since the first Campfire Conference held in August, 2009, a lot of interest has been generated to use this 
unique methodology. It is now being used to train members of the Boys Network in schools. Last year, over 
forty boys from different schools were trained during the two days Boys Campfire conference in Kafue 
district 45 KM south of Lusaka. The Campfire conference presents opportunities to mobilise men and boys 
using a cultural approach to challenge their socialisation and be part of the campaign to end violence on 
women and girls.    
 
In the last conferences, 150 men from all walks of life between the ages of 21 to 70 years left the comfort of 
their homes to attend the night conference. This group is very critical because of their influence among their 
peers in the community. Members of the Men’s Network facilitates the discussions which starts around 06:00 
hours in the evening till late into the night. ‘We have realised that a lot has been said about gender violence and 
that time has come for men to get involved to be part of the solution’.  

 
While other men agreed that there is so much violence on women, they also complained that the fight 
against violence was selective because men are hardly given a chance to explain to law enforcement why 
they beat their spouses until they are visited by the law.  

 



In one campfire conference, one man narrated how one day he left some money to his wife for breakfast 
before going for a drinking spree. His wife took the money but later followed and found him drinking with his 
friends under a tree. She grabbed the beer and poured it on him. The poor man in his confusion wondered 
why he was being “baptised” with beer as a way of discipline by his wife.  

 
The men agreed that time for them to keep silent when women are being abused is long gone and they should 
gather the courage to report cases of violence to the police. About men being battered by their spouses, they 
noted that men find it difficult to walk into a police station to report for fear of being teased by their friends 
that they are weak.  
 
A traditional leader in Nyampande village, 150 KM east of Lusaka, Headman Amon Nyeleti, narrated that 
excessive drinking in his village is one of the leading causes of violence. The headman called for both women 
and men to work together to bring development in the area adding that, ‘I have never beaten my wife since I 
married her 40 years ago, and I have loved her in the many years we have been together.’ 

 
Sergeant Mathew Kameli, a member of the Me’s Network and an officer in the Zambia Police Service, told the 
conference that people should report cases of violence to the police. ‘The role of the police is to ensure the 
law is enforced at all levels adding ‘that certain power relations between men and women perpetuate 
gender violence. Gender violence brings low productivity and retards community development. Couples 
therefore need to dialogue instead of resorting to physical confrontation each time they have some 
differences’. 
 
The evening discussions have proved to be very popular for men as this is the best time that they meet in 
their peer groups. Men acknowledged that male involvement in fighting gender violence is critical. The 
involvement of influential men such as chiefs, teachers and religious leaders to speak out against violence is 
important to the campaign.  
 
The men also agreed women should be given an opportunity to participate as leaders in their communities as 
there is low participation of women in community affairs. Women who are abused are not able to participate 
in decision making in their communities. Men attributed this trend to negative cultural practices that do not 
regard women as leaders.  
 
The response from men in the community to be part of the camp fire conference is overwhelming. One 
important lesson learnt is that organising a campfire conference is cost effective as the community is involved 
and they take ownership of the process.  
                                                     Nelson Banda is a journalist, Sexual Reproductive Health Counsellor and coordinator of the Men’s 
Network Project in Zambia.      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ZNWL Men’s Network reaches out to call boys on gender equality  
By Nelson Banda  
In an effort to increase gender understanding in the community, the Men’s Network 
conducted sensitisation of call boys in Mtendere suburb of Lusaka. The aim of the 
sensitisation was to engage call boys on issues of ending violence on women and girls.  Bus 
stations have become dangerous for women and girls as they are violated by call boys. 
 
During the sensitisation, the call boys agreed that the majority of them are perpetrators of 
violence. They are compelled to violate women because of influences such as beer drinking, 
and the way the public look down on them as people who are failures in life and the way 
women and young girls’ dress which they described as ‘too provocative’. The call boys 
expressed willingness to be part of the campaigns to end injustices. They lamented that 
many organisations working in the area of empowering women have left them out in 
programmes as if they are not part of the community.  
 
The call boys also narrated that there are men who are violated in homes, but they find it 
difficult to report cases to the police because the police favour women in many cases. The 
local police who were part of the sensitisation said there are few men who report cases of 
violation to the police because of the pride that men have and the way they have been 
socialised. The call boys expressed the need of coming together under one network to 
speak out on issues affecting them as men and how they could work with women as their 
‘offices’ are visited by women from all walks of life to get into the city.  
 
They felt that women’s organisations should work with them so that they feel appreciated 
and part of the society. They feel that they should be involved in planning training 
programmes that will suit their level of understanding. ‘It is important to work with us by 
building the capacity of our leaders who could in turn train others’ The narrated that they 
need to come out and talk about their problems on radio and TV as one of way of encouraging other 
call boys to join efforts to end injustice on women and girls.  
 



 
One of the call boys stressing a point during the discussions 

 


